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Parents/Guardians: 

 

 Please review the marching band handbook with your child. Please sign and return the medical form, 

parent media release form, and the band contract by May 16, 2016.  This is a hard deadline and contracts will 

not be accepted after this date. Students will not be included in marching band until the forms are 

returned.  It is very important that students and parents understand the importance of attending all rehearsals 

and performances. 

  

Parents please include an email address when you return the forms.  A parent distribution list will be created to 

keep you up to date on all events that are taking place throughout the year, as well as any last minute changes.  

You also should become familiar with the band website. To find the band website, find the dropdown menu 

under high school on the school districts website and select band.  There also is a tab entitled “band boosters.”  

The band cannot operate without parent support. Parents are needed for all kinds help, concession stand, pulling 

the trailer and hemming uniforms are just some of the ways parents can help. Also please join the Steelton-

Highspire Band Facebook page for news, events and pictures as well as sign up for Remind, which is a 

confidential, 1-way text message service use to inform you of immediate news or schedule changes. 

  

The best way to get a hold of me is via email, jroach@shsd.k12.pa.us.  Feel free to email me any time 

you have a question; chances are if you have a question about something you are not the only one with that 

question.   

 

Thank you for your time, I look forward to working with your child throughout their musical career at 

Steelton-Highspire. 

 

 

 

Mr. Roach 

Director of Bands 

Steelton-Highspire School District 

250 Reynders St. 

Steelton, PA 17113 

(717) 704-3800 X3342 
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MARCHING BAND 

 

I. Mission Statement 

 

Our main goal is to “educate through musical and visual involvement allowing each entity to enhance 

the other .The students and the professional staff must have a definite desire to do the best possible job 

at all public performances 

 The success of any large group is dependent upon team-work.  Even the most exciting music, 

challenging routines and demanding drill designs are ineffective without dedication from those who 

perform them.  No one section or individual can ever be considered more or less important than another. 

 The instructional/professional staff consider everyone in this organization a valuable asset and 

any attitude exhibited which is contrary to this belief will not be tolerated. 

 

II. Attendance is mandatory at all rehearsals, games, shows, parades or pep rallies. Missing an 

event will be permitted for the following reasons only: 

1. Illness 

2. Wedding in the family 

3. Death in the family 

4. Participation in other school related activities 

5. Emergencies which will be dealt with on an individual basis with the director 

 

If a student is ill the parents are asked to please notify the director prior to the event.  A request 

to be excused from an event, for any of the reasons listed above, must be presented to the director 

in writing prior to the event, in order for the student to receive permission to miss. This can be 

done via email or a hand written note from a parent or guardian.  Part-time job schedules must be 

arranged around the rehearsal/performance schedule. The band director has the final authority in 

determining if an excuse is acceptable. An unexcused absence is any absence that does not meet the 

criteria for an excused absence. An unexcused absence may result in temporary suspension from 

performance or expulsion from the ensemble. 

Tardiness will not be tolerated. Each member of the ensemble is expected to be ready for 

rehearsal or performance at the designated time.  Late arrivals must be accompanied by a note signed by 

a parent/guardian explaining the tardiness. Please arrive with plenty of time to prepare yourself for the 

rehearsal. Golden Rule: To be early is to be on time; to be on time is to be late; and to be late is 

unacceptable. 

 

 

III. Rehearsals 

Everyone’s cooperation is expected at all times; anything less than your complete attention will 

not be tolerated. 

1. Be prompt and prepared with all required equipment 

2. Listen to the directors and staff 

3. After you have been set in the drill you may sit in that spot and talk quietly until you 

receive further instruction 

4. Tampering with or purposely causing damage to school property or an instrument is 

strictly forbidden 

5. Section leaders and drum majors are to be respected as figures of authority 

6. Absentees create holes on the field which makes it more difficult to judge distances 

between people 

 

IV. Care of Uniform and Accessories 

The uniform is a symbol of our pride and excellence. The performance starts when you walk 

outside of the band room.  We need to remember that we are representing our school district.  



People will judge the quality of our music program by our conduct and performance.  Actions or 

conduct by a uniformed personal which tarnishes the reputation of the music department will 

result in the immediate dismissal from the ensemble. If mud gets on the pant legs, let it dry 

completely, then brush it off. Do not wash or iron any part of the uniform. You are to wear your 

uniform in its entirety unless told otherwise by the directors. The uniform will consist of a 

uniform coat, uniform pants, black band shoes, black socks, and a uniform hat. 

1. When you receive your uniform it will be dry-cleaned and ready for use.  It may be 

necessary to have the uniform dry-cleaned at least once during the fall season.  Dry-

cleaning during the season may be requested by the director if the uniform becomes 

soiled due to neglect. It will be the student’s responsibility to have the uniform dry-

cleaned in that situation. 

2. Members are expected to keep the uniform issued and not exchange parts with other 

members. 

3. Care for a uniform after it has been issued is the responsibility of each individual 

member. 

4. Whenever the uniform is being worn it must be displayed NEATLY and 

PROPERLY. This includes zipping all zippers and clasping all clasps. 

5. Members must wear a band shirt under their uniform for permission to take the 

uniform jacket off during hot temperatures.  Any student not wearing the band shirt 

will be required to stay in full uniform. 

6. Please do not make any alterations to the uniform without first consulting the director 

or a band booster officer. 

7. The directors will make periodic inspections to insure proper care of the uniform. 

8. Special shoes and gloves (black) must be purchased through the band 

9. Uniforms need to be hung up properly on the hanger, in the appropriate locker upon 

the conclusion of each performance. 

Clorguard will follow the same type of standards for uniform dress.  The colorguard uniform will be 

defined by the colorguard director. 

Each new student will be issued a SHHS Band T-Shirt their first year and is required to wear that T-

Shirt under the uniform for all performances. 

V. Conduct While in Uniform 

A. General Information 

In order to be a class performance group the personal discipline of each member is essential. 

1. Absolutely no drugs, alcohol, smoking or swearing will be permitted at any time. 

Please consult the student handbook for administrative actions regarding these 

infractions.  If you are found with any of these substances you will be removed 

from the band immediately.  You will also forfeit your privilege to travel with 

the band on trips. 

2. You must be passing all of your core courses in order to perform with the marching 

band. If you are failing a class, you may not practice or perform with the marching 

band for a given period of time, in compliance with the School District 

Extracurricular Handbook Policy. 

3. Your performance is being evaluated from the time you arrive at the school until the 

time you leave.  Act according to good judgment and common sense. 

4. We will always march into and out of the stadium as one unit. No one may leave 

early from the game. 

 

B. Conduct at Public Performances 

1. The playing of instruments will be done only on the command of a drum major or 

staff member. 

2. No friends outside the marching band may sit with you in your section during the 

game. 



3. You must remain in the stands unless given permission to leave by the staff. 

4. Every member of the marching band must return from break by the end of the 3rd 

quarter, unless specified otherwise by the director.  Any members arriving late from 

break will lose their 3rd quarter privileges for the next performance. 

5. Food and drink are to be consumed out of the stands.  Band boosters will provide 

water for us in the stands.  

6. The throwing of confetti, rice silly string or any other objects at any time while in 

uniform is prohibited. 

7. Be ready to play in the stands at all times. 

8. The band is prohibited from playing tunes or saying cheers that demonstrate 

unsportsman-like  behavior or are socially unacceptable 

9. Please keep jewelry/hair under the uniform jacket or out of sight. 

 

VI. Travel and Bus Regulations/Equipment trailer 

1. All members must ride the bus to and from the performance.  Students requiring special 

transportation to/from a performance should notify the director in writing before the 

performance to make arrangements. 

2. If a student must leave before the conclusion of the performance the student must have a note 

from a parent or guardian stating the reason.  This privilege should be reserved for special 

occasions such as weddings.  Any such request must be arranged with the director before the 

performance. 

3. Remain seated when the bus is in motion. The director will inform you of when to change 

into your uniform.  Upon arrival at our destination remain on the bus until you receive further 

instruction. Please adhere to all school bus rules while on the bus. 

Students who fail to comply with these above regulations will be required to ride in an assigned 

seat and or perform extra duties; or in some cases will not be permitted to travel in the future. 

VII. Care of Instruments and Equipment 

Your instrument and/or equipment are essential part to the performance.  It is the student’s 

responsibility to make certain that their instrument/equipment is in good performance condition 

and is loaded on and off the trailer for every performance.   

A. Musical Instruments 

1. Please keep instruments clean and in good working order 

2. If you are using a school owned instrument please use extreme care 

3. Please report any damage of instruments to the staff immediately 

4. Instruments must be put back into their cases at the end of every 

rehearsal/performance, unless they are wet. In those instances they should be placed 

in their case with the lid open to dry. 

 

VIII. Attendance 

Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is mandatory for all members of the 

marching band.  In order for us to reach our full potential we must rehearse as a group. 

Absenteeism hinders the entire group’s progress. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



What You Need for Band Camp! 
Basics Day: July 26, 2016: 6:00-8:00pm. For-new marchers, 7th grader students and section leaders. 

Full band rehearsal from 7:00-8:00pm 
Band Camp: August 1-5, 2016; 8:00am-4:00pm 

 

- SNEAKERS!!! (You may wear flip-flops during sectionals but NOT on the field!!) Because of the dew in 

the morning, I often bring a second pair of socks in case they get wet. 
- Bring a lunch! You are not allowed to leave school property to get lunch during the day. 
- Water Bottle (to fill up and stay hydrated ) 
- Sunscreen (no burns allowed here) and other sun protective devices (hats towels, camelbacks, etc.) 
- Please dress appropriately for warm weather, but no inappropriate tank tops, or really shot shorts  
- Bring your music, I will not issue new copies, pencil, lyre, flip book, instrument! 
- Be prepared to work hard AND have fun! 
- You may not leave the school campus during the band camp hours (8:00am-4:00pm) (Unless I have a written 

note from your parent/guardian stating, where you’re going, when you’ll be back, and who is transporting you. 
YOU MAY NOT LEAVE ALONE! 

 

ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY!! 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Steelton-Highspire “Roller Pride”  
Marching Band 

2016-2017 Schedule 
As of 3/28/2016 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Basics Day (7th graders, section leaders and first time marchers) 
7/26/16, 6:00pm-8:00pm * All band at 7:00pm 
Band Camp:  
August: 1-5, 8:00am-4:00pm 
 
Rehearsal Schedule:  
Tuesdays, 5:30-7:00pm (*Drumline 4:30) 
8/16, 8/23, 8/30, 9/6, 9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25 
 
Season Schedule  
Date      Opponent/Event (Home) (Away)Report   Leave  Perform  Return  
9/2 North Schuylkill (H)  4:30pm  6:15pm  6:40pm  9:30pm 
9/9 Dover (H)   4:30pm  6:15pm  6:40pm  9:30pm 
9/16 BYE 
9/23 Milton Hershey (H)  4:30pm  6:15pm  6:40pm  9:30pm 
9/30 East Pennsboro (A)  4:30pm  5:15pm  7:00pm  10:05pm    
10/7 Trinity (Homecoming)  4:30pm  6:00pm  6:40pm  9:30pm 
10/14 Palmyra (A)   4:30pm    5:15pm  7:00pm  10:05pm               
10/21 Camp Hill (SR Night)   4:30pm  5:30pm  6:40pm  9:30pm 
10/22 Dover Band Show  4:00pm  4:30pm  6:30pm  9:15pm   
10/28 Boiling Springs (A)  4:30pm  5:30pm  6:40pm  10:15pm 
11/4 Middletown (A)   5:00pm  5:45pm  6:40pm  10:00pm 
5/13/17 Steelton Parade   12:00pm 
 
Depending on the football team, our schedule may include the following dates for the district and state playoff games.  
 
11/18 or 11/19, 11/25 or 11/26, 12/2 or 12/3 and 12/9 or 12/10 
 
Return times are approximate; parents/guardians should be at the school early so no one has to wait to be picked up. 
When picking up students please park in the lot facing the elementary playground. Busses need to be able to turn around 
behind the trailers. 
 
***If you are unable to attend a rehearsal or performance, you are REQUIRED to provide a written signed excuse or an 
email from a parent or guardian to the band director PRIOR to the event date. Each circumstance will be dealt with on an 
individual basis.*** 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2016/2017 Concert Series 
 December 1, 2016  Small Ensembles at the Christmas Show Leave 9:15am, perform 11:00am 
 December 4, 2016   Holiday Concert     3:00pm 
 May 7, 2016    Spring Concert     3:00pm 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Steelton-Highspire High School Band Medical Form 

 
Please print: 
Full Name (Student):  _______________________________________________________ Age: ______   
 
Grade in 2016/2017 School Year: ___________ Date Of Birth____/____/____  Sex: M/ F 
           (Circle one) 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________  
          (Street)     (City)  (State)  (Zip Code)     
Home Phone Number: (____) _______________ Student Cell Number: (optional) ___________________ 

Emergency Info: 
Parent’s/Guardian’s Name: ___________________________________ Work Phone :(____) __________ 
 
Relationship: ____________ Phone: (home) (____) _____________ Cell Phone :(____) ______________  
 
Work Email: ______________________________ Home Email: _________________________________ 
 
Address (if different from above) _________________________________________________________ 
     (Street)   (City)  (State)         (Zip Code) 
 
Parent’s/Guardian’s Name: ___________________________________ Work Phone :(____) __________ 
 
Relationship: ____________ Phone: (home) (____) _____________ Cell Phone :(____) ______________  
 
Work Email: _____________________________ Home Email: __________________________________ 
 
Address (if different from above) _________________________________________________________ 
     (Street)   (City)  State)         (Zip Code)  

Doctor Info: 
Family Doctor: __________________________ Phone: (___) __________ 
 
Doctor’s Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 
   (Street)    (City)  (State)  (Zip Code) 
 
Insurance: _______________________________________ Policy No. __________________________ 

Medical Info: 
Allergies: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s Health Condition(s) of which an Emergency Physician should be aware of. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Preferred Hospital: _________________________ 
 
Current Daily Medications/Dosages: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Comments or additional information: _______________________________________________________ 
 
*All of the above information is correct to my knowledge and in the event of an emergency, when a parent/guardian is 
unavailable or unable to be reached; I authorize school personnel to make arrangements for my child to receive medical/hospital 
care including necessary transportation, in accordance with their best judgment. I agree to pay all costs incurred as a result of 
the foregoing. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: ___/___/___ 

 

 
 
 

 



Parent Release Form for Media Recording 

I, the undersigned, do hereby grant or deny permission to Steelton-Highspire School District to use the image of 

my child,_________________________________, as marked by my selection(s) below. Such use includes the 

display, distribution, publication, transmission, or otherwise use of photographs, images, and/or video taken of 

my child for use in materials that include, but may not be limited to, printed materials such as brochures and 

newsletters, videos, and digital images such as those on the Steelton-Highspire School District Web site. 

 Deny permission to use my child’s image at all. 

 Grant permission to use my child’s image in the following ways (mark all that apply): 

 Limited usage: I want my child’s image used within the [Organization] setting only (not in the larger 

community). 

 Limited usage: I want my child’s image used for educational materials only (not marketing). This could 

be either within [Organization] or in the larger community. One example of this could be videos in 

parent education classes. 

 Limited usage: I want my child’s image used on printed materials only (no digital or video use). 

 Unrestricted usage: I give unrestricted permission for my child’s image to be used in print, video, and 

digital media. I agree that these images may be used by Steelton-Highspire School District for a variety 

of purposes and that these images may be used without further notifying me. I do understand that the 

child’s last name will not be used in conjunction with any video or digital images. 

Parent/guardian signature _________________________________ Date _________________ 

*The marching band will occasionally have pictures and videos taken for news articles, and to display 

performances on YouTube and other various media.  This is a great way for our band to be exposed to the 

community and those who cannot attend events.  It is highly important for legal reasons to complete this form.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Steelton-Highspire “Roller-Pride” Marching Band 
2016 Season 

A note to parents: 
Please find below a Participation Contract between your child and the 2016 Steelton-Highspire “Roller-Pride” Marching 
Band. We know you realize the importance of teaching student’s responsibility and commitment. After all, what is life 
but one commitment after another? Unfortunately, over the years, the word commitment has lost much of its meaning 
or totally disappeared from many student dictionaries. 
 
In an effort to teach our young people the importance of commitment, we have prepared this contract between your 
child and the band. We need this commitment from your child if we are to continue our tradition of the “Roller Pride” 
Marching Band. We are asking you to co-sign this contract indicating that you have read the Member Handbook* and 
understand the commitment in time, talent, and effort that your child is making, and that you will assist us in helping 
your child meet this commitment. If we all work together – teacher, student, parents – we can provide a valuable and 
enriching experience for the members of the marching band. If you have any questions, please feel free to call upon the 
staff at any time. 
 
PARTICIPATION CONTRACT between the Steelton-Highspire “Roller-Pride” Marching Band and 
___________________________________________________ (print student’s name).  
I have read the Marching Band Member Handbook and understand what is expected of me in time, talent, effort, and 
commitment. I plan to live up to the commitment I am now making to my directors, fellow band members, parents, and 
myself. I realize that my part is an important part and my commitment is an important one. I have read the Calendar of 
Events and understand that I must attend Band Camp in its entirety on August 1-5, 2016, from 8:00am to 4:00pm. Also I 
understand that if I am a 7th grade student, new to marching band or a section leader. I must attend basics day on July 
26 from 6:00-8:00pm. With the exception of illness, emergencies or other extenuating circumstances that are will be 
communicated to the band director, I will be in attendance at all rehearsals and performances listed on the Calendar in 
the Handbook. I further understand that if I do not live up to my commitment, I may be dismissed from the band. 
 
_______________________________________________           ________________________              Signature of 
Student       Date 
      
_______________________________________________  ________________________    Signature of 
Parent/Guardian      Date 
 
________________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Emergency Phone Number, for Friday evenings            Parent Email (for schedule changes, playoff dates) 

 
RETURN all three SIGNED FORMS TO THE BAND OFFICE BY May 16, 2016 

 

 Please check the Steelton-Highspire Band facebook page, as well as the Band page on the school district’s 
website for updates over the summer. 

 
 
 
 


